340	THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS	:
this last piece of opposition, which might sway the people
of France in favour of the disbanded Templars, aroused him
to fury.    The Templars were still in the hands of the
Church and the Church had not yet handed them over to
the temporal power,    Philip therefore had no authority to;
intervene.    But lack of authority had never stopped Philip
when his interests were threatened.    He told the Provost:
of Paris to relieve the Church of the custody of de Molay,
and de Charnay.
Next morning, the two Templars were led out to the little
island of du Palais on the left of the River Seine.   Two
stakes had been prepared and there Jacques de Molay and
Geoffrey de Charnay  were  given   to   the  flames*    Some
chroniclers say that Philip was present and that the Grand,
Master addressed him, declaring his innocence and repeating
that he blamed himself only for the cowardice he had shown
in making false confessions.    The impassioned declarations
of the prisoners and their courage at the stake created a pro-;
found impression in Paris, and, had there been resolute men,
to take advantage of the tide of feeling, rebellion against;
Philip might have been organised,    But the Templars were
scattered and popular fervour soon wanes unless it is con-
trolled and fed.
The ashes of the victims were collected and carefully;
preserved as sacred relics—relics which did not fail to work
great miracles.    Many legends sprang up around de Molay,,
With his last breath he is alleged to have cried, " Clement, |
wicked Pope and perjured judge, I summon you to appear;
before the tribunal of God within forty days; and you, Philip,!
cruel  king,  before  that same  tribunal   within  a  year".
(Clement died in less than a month—April 20th—and Philip
on November 29th of the same year.)   The most fabulous \
story of all is that de Molay appointed a Grand Master to
succeed him and that the Temple has existed until the present j
day in unbroken linej there is an organisation which calls'

